4 



0325.00344 
CD00024 

CLAIMS 



A packet configured to transmit information via a 



network, comprising a header\ error portion and a payload error 



portion . 



2 . The packet aq 
network comprises a fiber opt 




ng to claim 1, wherein said 
work. 



3. The packet according to claim 1, wherein said 
n^work comprises a SONET/SDH fiWr optic network. 



4. The packet according to claim 1, wherein (i)^ 
J^'lieader^^eaffor portion is configured to store er::::©^^-&ITeck information 
of a header section of said pj^34c^ and (ii) said payload error 
portion is conf igure^^t^^store error check information of a payload 
area . 



ccordii 



5. The packet according to claim 1, further comprising 
a plurality of nodes coupled to. the network, wherein one or more of 
said plurality of nodes is an upstream node configured to transfer 
said packet and one or more of S^aid plurality of nodes is a 
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downstream node configured identify a faulty upstream node of 
said one or more upstream noc^es.. 

raiS^'^e or 
■igured to perform a discard of 
rfeam node upon detecting an error. 

7. The pacWet according to claim 5, wherein each of 
said plurality of nodes As configured to determine a data error in 
response to said header error portion. 




8. The packet according to claim 7, further comprising 
a first address portion comprising one or more layer 2 addresses 
and a second address portiqn comprising one or more layer 3 
addresses . 




9- The packet according to claim 8, further comprising 
identifier configured to identify a data type. 



10. The packet 



[Trig to claim 8, further comprising 



data pa) 
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11. The packet according to claim 1, further comprising 
an address portion conf iguredX to store one or more addresses. 




12, The packet according to claim 1, further comprising 
control word configured to control said packet. 



13. The packet according tog. 



, further comprising 




^^^^aiiidentity confi 



ify a destination node 



14. The packetXaccording to claim 1, further comprising 
label portion comprising \pne or more words. 

15. The packet^^aeeofalng to claim 17, wherein said label 
.ses a MPLS label portion. 

16. An apparatus comprising: 

one or more nodes coupled to a network, each node 
configured to receive and/®r transmit one or more of a plurality of 
packets, each comprising a first portion configured to store 
payload error information and\a second portion configured to store 
^Jieaxfer error "intormarTonrT-^ 
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17. A method\^for transmitting a plurality of packets 
between one or more nodes comprising the steps of: 

(A) receiving sa\d plurality of packets at each of said 
one or more nodes; and 

(B) transmitting sa^d plurality of packets at each of 
said one or more nodes, each packet comprising a first portion 
configured to store payload error information and a second portion 
configured to store header error information. 
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